CIPPENHAM TABLE TENNIS LUB

ANNUAL REPORT 1984-"

INTRODUC:'ION

The seascn just finished will be remembered as or.: of the most important in
the club’s history. Success on the table has bec.me almost a habit as our
teams an’ players have swept all before them in <. e last two years, yet this
season wos also a difficult and, at times, traumcsic one for the club.

The highlights were a second successive double of Slough and Maidenhead league
titles, the move to a multi-table venue, the commencenent of a Junior coaching
schenie, *he trauma of sponsorship dealings and the recent decision to withdraw
fron the National League.

MEMBERSH P

The numbor of full members of the elub rose fron 23 to 33 while another eight
represented the club in natches, naking a total ¢ 41 players who appeared for
the club over the last twelve rionths. The club crerated seven teams in the
Slough L ague, an increase of cne, and two in the senior section in Maidenhead,
also an Increase of one. In addition the club er“ered a tean in the Maidenhead
Youth Di.ision for the first time. Thus o total .f eleven teams were run,
includin:’ one in the National League. We still L.7e sone way to go before we
onve aga'n run eleven teans in the Slough League -3 we did some years ago.

During t.ie season.Frank Eaiis.mdde his 300th app¢ rance for the club while

Dave Pow.tney celebrated his 200th. Grahan Trim .ag and Peter Hillier have
the nost with 568 and 383 respectively. .

ADMINIST 'ATION

In the club's busiest season adninistratively the flanagenent Cormittee elected
at the Arnual General Meeting last May met seven ‘imes. Official positions of
Coaching Adninistrator and Venue Liaison Officer are created at a Special
General l'eeting, held in September for the purpoc: of reconstituting the club
for the rove to a new venue and potential sponso: saip, .and filled by the
Managenme:'t Comnittee. The full committee, with r.mber of neetings attended
was:

Nae Position Mee' ‘ngs

atte.ded
Frcnk Baris Chairnman 5 .
Grchan Triming Secretary 7 ‘Attendance at peeting
Peler Hillier Treasurer 7 26th July .9
Jackie Thonas  Venue Liaison Officer K 14th Septenber 7
Rocney Potts Coaching Adnministrator . © 31st October 6
Ke:. Phillips Cormittee nenber ‘ 14th Jonuvary 5
Gareth Lovell dc. ‘ p 13th February 6
Jorn Lewis do. s - 20th March 5
Dave Pountney do. 24th April 4

In a searon when a great deal of work was met by - a1 enthusiastic selection of
officials and ordinary menmbers, it is disappoint.. z that some cormittee members
failed to honour their comnitnents.
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Tared Church since the formation of the =lub in 1973,
aade vrior to matches on the opening nigit through extraordinary

;2 the 3ucks Inter-League competition.

[ VUV R VRNV

due to the tean captains who, in the niuin, organised their teans in
ant arl responsible monner. The club's notice board was resurrected

catior at Haynill and provided a source of information and advertisenent.

1 the club attracted extensive publicity for all it's activities in
newspapers, goining a total of 1630 column inches with reports

by tr2 club. In addition, as chanpions, the club naturally featured
1y in articles fron the two local leagues. The National League tean
ssed 1330 colurm inches from three papers, which compares favourably
st ever 1465 from four papers in 1981-2. Coverage actually inproved

‘eVious three seasons when, on each occasion, it was described by the

able Tennis Association as the best in tle country.

1 Leagae Manage1ent Co@uittee was well blessed with Clppenhau nenbers,
irming: acted as Chairman/Fixtures Secretary, Jacouie Farwell as
scretary, Peter Hillier Treasurer, Rodney Potts Inter-League Secretary
1 Lovrll as a cormittee nenmber in charge of the Slough Closed

hip. In addition Mike Davis was Handicap Secre tary/Tournament

on th2 Maidenhead Association comnittee and Grahan Trimning becane a
ashire selector. At the Slough League's Annual Genecral Meeting in
Peter Jillier was awarded the Joe Coral Trophy, an annual presentation
ces to the League and local table tennis.

BQULY 14T

waitcl nove to Haynill Centre took plaze on 18th October, providing
vith Tacilities for four fully screened natch courts and five tables
lan fcr coaching and practice. This re-resented a fulfilment the
long cought after growing out of the sisle table venue used at St.
The physical .
nany nenbers, and after three weeks of hard work for Jackie Thonas
aging natches at St. Andrews. Fronk Eacrls has represented the club
ymill User Group, forned to provide user~ an involvenent in-the

t of 111e centre, and which has representatives on the Haymill

t Comrittee.

nis; the venue being let
Slough League representative
creases in the charges fron

hour, to £1.50 on 1st January and £2. OO on 1st April. have been

in the last year. ,

continued to be used for table %~
Buzl r and Farnhan Royals teams and-fo:

¥s hac

3 objertives in noving to Haynill were doscribed as:

egteylish a base for the developnent of Cippenhan TTC
prot.ide top class natch facilities

prot .de good quality practice facilities | .

encc irage newconers of all ages to the sport
estcHlish coaching schenes

K mquac“uple club nembershin

deve'lop players! abilities through tho 3lub league, county and

 lthnu- conpetitive systen
> utilise the expertise of the club's ployers, coaches and

ininis trators for the benefit of table *onnis.

estirite of expenditure required to de—-2lop the venue fully was

to tl 2 Sports Council as £3361. Curre’ 5 opinions are that this is
istically stated as £5500. This involv~~ the provision of five Nippon
satles, one of which was purchased in S._:tember, the court surrounds
in Ncvember, installation of eighteen ' OW tungsten halogen lanps
ining of 200 square yards of window arez, The increase is largely

5 of 12gulations issued by Berkshire Co*ﬁ*y Council that an approved

v must be appointed for all electrical ovk, and the necessity for



the curt: ns tc ve f7 e-proofed. Our imnediate ;- _ority remains the curtaining
of the w adows. Fow of the club's five existins “ables were nmoved to Haymill
on openir ; nigl , the original Jagues Tournanment table, which is now twelve
years ol beir , retz ned at St. Andrews.

The club ~btair 3 a 1_.cense to use a tenporary ligating installation for

three no: hs ar  is v ry grateful to Mike Davis vl designed and built a very
efficien’ 7pulle sysi 2 to suspend one laup above cach of four courts. A
sernanent ligh' ag sc .ution has been costed ot £i£C0.

Fron it'c open: 7 unt .1 nid April the club has uiilised the gyrmasiun at
Haymill o« Tuer "2y ar ' Thursday evenings at o cost of £20 per session.
Thursdays were 1llocced for nmatches in the Slouzy League and Maidenhead Youth
Division ~‘hile .esdec - becane coaching and practice evening with nmatches in the
senior scition f the Maidenhead League. Fron nid Iinril Tuesday was dropped
while Th: 'sday . as cu.tailed to 6.30 to 10.00 p.n. for coaching and practice.
Fron nid cune & mmer league natches are scheduled fron 8 p.n. on Thursday
evenings. A rc urn t> evenings per week is anticipated for the next winter
season.

In Novem:.r thc zlub wlayed host to the Slough League'!s annual Hard Bat
Tournorie:  as ¢ Sest o see how the venue coped with a snmall conmpetition of
this nat: ce.

GRAIITS A’ -+ SPOl JRSHI

A grant ¢ 7 £20C has ‘'2en made to the club fron the Sports Council against
£3361 esi natec capit 1 investrent in setting up ot Haynmill. To date £670

has been —eceiv 1 in upport of a clain for £1125 expenditure. This unusually
large gre 3 wac 1ade fter a visit to Haynill by a Sports Council representative
where he et ¢’ » off cials, and a-detailed writi n presentation which was
1ade to P by e ¢l L.

Slough Bc rough »unci.'s Lottery Fund has twice rsjected applications for
assistanc , ali ough un the latter occasion it referred the matter to Berkshire
County Cc necil. Howe er in financial year 1983-4 the Lottery Fund did nmake
the club . grar. of £:00 towards last season's N:iional League team expenses.
A re-appl .catic . will be presented on the basis cf our withdrawal from the
National “eague  Sevaral rore possible sources ore known to the club and
applicat’ ne fc: gran’ a2id are in hand.

A small ¢ ount . T mon:y was raised following apprcoches to Slough trading
companiec in Av ast o last year.

Also in £ gust fae clb signed a second three yea: contract with Butterfly
(UK) Ltd. for t 2 pro-ision of kit and eguipnent +o the National League tean
at o sigy ficar disc.nt. -

During tt . fire half of the season attenmpts were nade by the club to secure
cormercis.. spor oHrshi ., An agent was appointed, working for commission fee
only, anc a pro jectu. issued to likely candidates. The fee was a large
anount o aoney enot 1 to equip Haynill and subridise the season. In what
turned ov" to t  a mo 't exasperating experience us were led to believe that:
five cory nied  31d sh 'm great interest and the club signed an agreenent with
one of tF se. r re 3ons unknown to the club t» —~rospective sponsor did not
respond + 4 muc . time wnd erergy was expended wi'h o most disappointing

conclusic

.o



FINANCE

The conb:

1atior of ir estnent in equipnent, the high cost of hiring Haymill

and the ‘~ilurc to ir srease fees at the Special General Meeting served to
deplete " 1e clvo's ceh resources this season. As at 15th May funds stood at
£692 wit®. roon iire l_ability of £58 for the first half of May, making a
working 7 .lance of £634 compared with about €900 brought forward last year.
Subsidis sion ¢’ the zlub's activities cannot continue and increases in feas
will be 1 :cessoy for next season. The Managemenu Corniittee has been
discussir 1 various fe: structures and these will te debated at the Annual
General I oeting .

During t: @ seacn the club ncde an unsuccessful astenpt to register for Value
Added Tar in o1'er to reclain input tax paid on ecquipnent purchased for Haoymill.
Renenber’ ag the fears of sone nenbers regarding the possible financial strain
on the ¢lib thy ugh conpeting in the National Leazue, it is worth noting that
the oppo: :te he: been the case. After four years the club has £190 left in
it's Nat’ ~nal 1 ague account which has bought o great deal of Lqulpﬁent at
discount. & pric 3, an’ produced bank interest on the sp ponsorshir funds
Jdeposite: .,

NATIONAL "EAGUI

Cippenha ‘s fou th, e:d most successful, season ir the Halex National League
was also “t's 1-st, £ the club ammounced at the cad of April that it would not
particips te ne:.” seas-n. The paranount reason wai a lack of local players
able to ¢ mpete succe:sfully in a very strong division, and the financial and
other pr. :lens, such . & lessening enthusiasn of the club's officials, that

o tean cc.iposed entir ly of players fron outside lhe district would produce.
The tean Jinist 'd a ¢ -editable fourth in the Thir.. Division South of eight
clubs, eisht pc nts coear of teans below, and for the first three nonths of
the seag: 1 held the d.stinction of heading the division. Richard Beokham,
fron Lon: »n, ar  Maid-nhead champion Steve Everard were signed last surmer
and took their laces in a six man squad along with Ray Tilling, Alec Watson,
Clive Yo 1g and Frank Eoris. In addition Dave Pouatney and Grahan Trimming
were reg. stered as reterves, and the latter ncde 'is debut in the very last
match. - .chard added a solidity to the tean at nimber two, previously our
problen ; :sitic:, and finished with the best recoi:d. Alec, Ray and Clive

also per’ -rmed 7ell, cach winning nore than half of his natches, but Steve was
unable - reprc uce the forn he is sonmetines capeble of. In all, seven of the
fourteen :atchc © were won, three drawn and four lost.

Three ve  ies we.e usel for hone matches. The first three fixtures were all
vlayed i° the 1 limar Hall at Slough Centre, used in the previous three seasons,
then a n re was nade 50 Hoynill, The first unatch there was played in a cold,
dank gyrr .siun cefore alternative and more apyﬁalﬂng, except for a slippery
floor, o womods sion vw.s found in the main assenbl; hall yith raised seating
for spec’ tors -m the stage. i

Match pr.zentai.on wo s corpleted with Peter Hillicr and Brian Jerome as
official~, Gral o Trirning as announcer and a buf’et neal was provided after
each mat. .

A fuller ceport appects separately.



TEAM COM STITIC S

National Jlub (- -aipic :ship

As chanp:ons, ( .ppenkun was honoured to represen: .lough for the fifth consecutive
season ir the C - nesby Cup, the national nens! club championship. IAn invitation
was also eceir 4 to represent Maidenhead but this was declined. After the
succesaf. L run <f 19€ . we were disappointed at boing elininated in the first

round in 3ridge aater, to a tean defeated 5-1 in 12 third round the previous

year.

Slough I »gue

Champion® for i e sec.nd successive season, and th» fifth tine overall, the
club als- emuls ed it's 1978 performance in providiag the top two teanms in
Division Jne. longrc.oulations to champions Buccaicers represented by Dave
Pountney, Franl: Earic and John Lewis and aided by Cteve Everard and Colin
Dyke. T.: equ 1y ccsistent Outlaws tean, who f7»ished one point behind in
second place ar | elevtn points clear of the third placel tean, were Peter
Swinn, M 2tin . ng arl Grahen Trimming.

Our othe  succc sful -ide was the Villains who we»2 entered with only Mike
Davis an’'= Franl Cowle - as nared players. Thankfrlly newconers to the area
Steve Do. 2ell ¢ :d Koy Kennedy Joined their ranks od proved highly successful
in winni. 7 Div: ion T .ree., Of the other teans Rertes finished eighth in
Division Tne, 7 gabor g fourth in Division Two ax? Rascals also fourth in
Division ‘'hree  Rebe s ended the season proppir; " v every other tean in
Division Mur ¢ & did¢ not clain a point until stviogthenced late in the sceason.
However : 1is 1 reser bed a bold effort by a very inexperienced tean that
maintain-1 it's prese ice after being badly let dew: prior to the start of

the secas 1 by © ¢ pleovers the tean was originall; arranged for.

Dave Pou ‘ney 1 pped “he Division One averages, Isllowed by Frank Earis in
second p.ace, ! “ter S:inn fifth and Martin King .izth. In Division Two Ken
Phillips vas fcxrth v ile Steve Dorrell headed Division Three with Pan
Spooner © :cond. Koy E.onnedy eighth and Mike Davic ninth.

In the D _ger ( p tec: handicap competition thre. ‘zonms, Vagabonds, Villains
and Rasc:sls all enjoy:d a successful run until hawlten in quarter-final matches.

Maidenhe | Leas e

For the “rst t _ne tho club entered two teanms in the Premier Division of the
Moidenhe i Lea¢ ie. In an extraordinarily successful season the Spartans teon
did the "Joublc' of luague and knock-out handicap cup playing quite superbly
througho . TIr. the l-ague they finished seventecn points clear of their
nearest » vals o ret:in the chanpionship and have now perfomed the unique
double o: Sloug . and Vaidenhead league titles on threc occasions. The winning
combinat: .n was Alec atson, Frank Earis, John Lewis and Dave Pountney.

The knoc: -out ¢ p was won despite being the nost heavily handicapped side in
the conp: Sitior and t .eir pedigree was never nore needed than in overconing a
350 pein starl in tk

Trojans ~ ‘nishc . cigk h in the Prenicr Division cnd another first, the
Athenian® tean n the Youth Division, ended the campaign ninth in their
section. This as tk: first taste of competition for our two young ladies,
Erma Tho. w8 and Julic Bell.

Alec Wat: :n ful .illed his anbition of winning tho Vilkinson Sword, a
pagnific: 1t trc hy av.rded to the player with the best average in the Prenier
Division. UNot “ar behind was Frank Faris in fifth position.
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“tmeni ‘na season of triumph came waen the club's first tean
caeir Jirst round match in the Bucliinghanshire Prenier Division
“ne covnty championship. Thus the club lost it's grip on a

¢ prev. .ously in the inaugural season of the competition.

also rent out in the first round as did the fourth tean in the

2k-0Ocv: Cup, a competition for second and third division sides.

ad pr sented no problems to our third tean although they were
“ae M: _ton Keynes Division One lesdcors.

this winme the Surmer Leaguc titles of both Slough and
- succussful dvo were Grahan Trimming and Rodney Potts, retaining

their Slc-gh Loigue t.tle which the club has now won six tines in the last

eight ye- _'s.
If not ¢ tent
Division ' ne w.
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INDIVIDU . SUC:

‘ipper ~an Beta were runners-up in Slough where the averages in
©2 hec’ed by Grahan Triming. IHe was followed by Bob Keeley
2otts shird and Gareth Lovell fifth.

1 ave ages Grahan Trinning cane second and Rodney Potts third.
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orob: 1y the club's nost success™ul cver in terms of silverware
L nercrs. The Slough mens singles events were dominated by

3 as . ave Pountney won the Slough Closed event and Frank Earis

Tagtc 5 Tournanment, in which five of the eight qualifiers were

23, an . the Hard Bat Chanpionship.

sh C1-sed where Dave Pountney and Trank Earis won the Mens
leolr Hicks and Roy Mitchell the runners-up, Frank also
rans Singles title and Steve Dorrell won the Division Three

1 Clc~2d John Lewis and Dave Pouriney played superbly to clinch
and +lec Watson was untroubled in the Veterans Singles. Mens
2re, nd in the Derkshire Closed, was Steve Everard playing at
‘n rerzesenting another club while doing so. Also at the Berkshire
~tney, partnered by Peter Swinn representing his Reading club,
"1 of ~he Mens Doubles, while Jacquie Farwell went one better in

:s Do hles.

zles “inal at the Buckinghamshire Closed Championships was an
~fair -rith Alec Watson beating Frank Earis, and Grahan Trimming

L of “he Restricted Singles. At the sane tournament Jacquie
1ting her Slough League club, was runner-up in the Ladies Singlee.

1 all four scni-finalists for the Lynford Bowl, the Slough
1l broadicap competition, and this was won as part of a unique
JThart-n Vase ladies handicap by Pan Spooner. )

sable resulir were also produced by our few representatives at

:d Ck npionships, none nore so tlhan by Frank Earis in reaching

-1 of ‘1e Mens Veterans Singles. Taen Frank followed this up by
“mance ot the VETTS National Chanmicnships recently.



Our Nati nal L ague 7layers also won several tit' 3 - Richard Beckhan the
London o d Nat: onal (ivil Service championships .d the Central London League
title, Iy Till ing tle Dulwich League event and ¢ ive Young the nens singles
title at the H apshi: =2 Closed, In addition Ray : sc reached the seni-~final
of the r mns si:gles ¢t the Bath Onen.

IEPRESEN 'ATIVE IONOU: 3 AND RANKINGS

ilec Wat on ant Fran' Earis were ever present in ae Buokinghanshire veterans
tean tha won : L1 it 3 matches to clinch Divisio 2a of the County Championsghips
and pror tion :»r the¢ second successive seagon. | ith five 5-4 wins in their
geven ouings " 1e tec owed their Premier Divisi. - status to the nagnificent
record o7 Alec who r¢aained unbeaten throughout.

flec, ro ked mi 1ber cae in Bucks veterans, wos t0 2 odded to the mens list at
nunber I ve af »r Ch: istwas, and nade one apvear. .ce for the scnior tean after
an abser e of ;1 my ycars. Also called up by Buc’ - were Julie Bell and Ermn
Thonas f r the swo f:iendly natches arranced for - ne junior side. TUnfortunately
Eona was unable to play. Frank Baris was ranked . .unber two in the veterans and
then ale added to tl: senior list at nunber ten ‘n January, while Jacouie
crwell nd Jac dde T!onas were ranked three and - x respectively in the ladies.
Jacquie arwell appecred for the tean late in the season.

Over in orksh: 2e Stcve Everard and Dave Pountne: appeared on the mens ranking
list and were 1 ned ¢3 reserves for the county to =, and Colin Dyke was a
regular 1 the retercas tean., Ray Tilling and R hard Beeckhan both appeared
for Kent 1I wh: .e Clise Young was ranked fifth f Hoempshire.

After Ra Till: g hac becone the first Cippenhan - lLayer to gain an England nens
ranking ' n the >revic:s season he was then joine oy Richard Beckhan and Alec
Wotson. Ray's iighes : position was an excellent "1 while Richard reached 85.
Alec nmad  a br:»f oppoarance at 198 solely throu  his results playing in
Cippenha . miatel :s.

Alec Vat on (27), Frcak Earis (34) and Calin Dykc (51) all made the England
veterans list, nd tt: placings of the first two ~ 1med should inprove considerably
ofter re ults ¢ the 1mtional championships have  2en included.

Cippenha . had

(=]

t.n rer-resentatives in the Slough :  Ser-league teans including
rrovigio: of ti: capt.ins for all three nens tear , Martin King, Grohan Trimning
ond Rodney Pott: . Peler Hillier captained the v. orans !'B! tean and, in
addition Franl Earis, Peter Swinn, Steve Dorrel’ Kay Kennedy, Jackie Thomas
and Ken " nilliy s all »preared for the town.

d

During t 2 sca: n Buc ‘inghanshire inaugurated a ¢ puter ratings schone, points
being wo: by pliyers “hrough wins in local leaguc. inter-league, closed
chanpion 1ips ¢ «d oth.r competitions. In the onl list published, in Decenber,

thirteen Ciprer wan players appeared headed by Ale: Watson (7) and Frank Earis (17).

CLUB CHA® PIONSE P

This sca:ron the club -hanpionship was held on a M.wh Sunday afternoon on five
tables ii the ¢ mnasi n at Haynill. Members of 7.2 club's coaching schene were
invited > comp ste ir two junior events, one hand zapped, while senior lecrue
vlayers 120 fiv . ever s including, for the first - ime, separate mens and ladies
singles,

Organise: by Je kie T omas, the tournanent was a ~eat success although an
unfortun: se cla h of ates with the Berkshire Clc :d neant the loss of six top
players. The t:.tal e :try was twenty-six, split ¢ 1ally between seniors and
Juniors. The c-ildre:. cspecially enjoyed their f st competitive experience
and orga: ised & fund- aising refreshaent stall. _o5r the first tine in nany
years the club honpicnship did not make a financ 21 loss.



Frank Earis wor the nens singles, while Jackie Thonmas collected the ladies
singles and Mowuzan Stevens made it a day to remenber by winning both the Jjunior
events. Koy Konnedy was o popular winner of the handicap singles and partnered

-+ in the handicap doubles while Grohon Trinning and Rodney Potts
captured the cl.zmpionship doubles,

OTHER ACTIVITII'S

Coaching

On Novenber 20ih the club commenced a weekly junior coaching schene on Tuesday
evenings 6.30 v~ 8 p.u. A successful start was nade with all the participants
heing beginmer: and has continued since though changing to Thursday evening
after Easter.

Tnitially attei.?ances averaged ten but an improvement has been gvident since
the change of Jay and a recent session attracted a best ever eighteen. The
sessions have hoen organised by Rodney Potts and he has received great support
fron Ken Phillins, Grahan Trirning and Jackie Thomas with Frank Earis, Mike
Dovis and Terr: Stevens all assisting fairly regularly. On nost occasions
there hac been sne adult "feeder" on each of five tables. After the initial
cnthusiasn the .upport of other nenmbers has not been encouraging and it has so
far provel inpcssible to produce the intended rota.

Practice sessio:s

Initially pre-: -ason practice sessions werc organised at St. Andrews for the
purpose cf enro.ling newconers to the club, then after the nove to Haynill in
October wegular Tuesday sessions on four tables were held fron 8 to 10 p.n.
The respcnsc hr s generally been disappointing, with the najority of
participeats being non-nenbers of the club, and the expected attraction for
newconers to tote up the sport has so far not naterialised. A change to
Thursday cvenir s after Easter was nade with a view to the possibility of
inproved attendances through a reduced incidence of clashes with natches.

Social events

The club took o table at the Slough Sportsman's Ball held at the Fulcrun
Léisure Contre in February and was also represented at the Mayor of Slough's
reception for a "handing over cerenony" of the sponsorship for the Notional
League tearn fron the Borough's Lottery Fund.

A tahle vas aleo taken at the Maidenhead Association's presentation dinmer
dance in May.

Slough Health IDbit

The club, olong with nany other local sporting orgonisations, has lent it's
support to the “lough Health Halit, a pioneer venture in Slough, aining to
reduce heart arl arterial disease, set up by the local health authority.

The scher> comr::nced in May with a Health Fair and Fun Run in which the club
had four participants.

Grahan Trimming
May 1985



