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N eil Wright made it three 
victories in a row in 

Cippenham’s open tournaments at 
the end of February. This time it was 
the Super 6 Senior 2-Star Open title 
that he added to the Five by Two 
Senior 1-Star title from January and the 
Team 2-Star Open from last November. 
We are used, at Cippenham, to our 
titles flying back down the M4 into 
Wales and this time the runners-up 
award went the same direction as 
Wright’s victim in the final was his 
Welsh compatriot Dean Cundy. 

The final was won by Wright 3-1, unlike 
the two previous rounds that both went 
the full distance. In the semi-final 
Wright put paid to the chances of Jojo 
Senorin while one round earlier it was 
Antony Patten who at one time led 
Wright by two games to one. In the last 
16 Wright beat Simon Dilkes 3-1 in 
another very close encounter. 

Cundy’s quarter-final was a relatively 
straight -forward event,  beat ing 
Radovan Zivkovic impressively 3-0 but 
his was the only one. All the other 
quarters went the distance as, apart 
from Wright’s win over Patten, Senorin 
beat Martin Gunn 11-9 in the fifth and 
top seed Hari Gehlot came from 2-1 
down to defeat Cippenham’s Kevin 
Gray. In their semi-final Cundy then 
scored an excellent 3-1 win over 
Gehlot. 

Neil Wright did not, however, go 
through the event unbeaten. In fact, he 
lost his very first match in the 
preliminary round group to the 
nationally unranked Luis Matos. Wright 
went on to beat Liam McTiernan to still 
win the group on a tie-break while 

Matos found his way only into the 
consolation event where he lost in the 
semi-final to Klaudia Szadkowska. 

The Women’s Singles was run as a 
round-robin of five players due to one 
absence and was won by Klaudia 
Szadkowska with Julie Furber runner-
up. All the matches were won 3-0 
except for the very close 13-11 fifth-
game win for Furber over Ikue 
Humphrey. As is commonplace at 
Cippenham, the women were invited 
into the consolation event and, as is 
also commonplace, did very well. 

Szadkowska made it two wins in as 
many events as she eclipsed Ed Slot in 
the final. Slot had beaten tournament 
organiser Paul Baker 11-9 in one semi-
final while Szadkowska romped through 
the event 3-0 apart from her 3-1 win 
over Matos in her semi. 

The tournament attracted a maximum 
48 contestants and, in the Men’s 
Singles, Referee Steve Smith managed 
to replace all the no-shows resulting in 
a great day’s table tennis for everyone 
with six players in each group with all 
players going into the knock-out stages. 

Three in a row—Wright on! 
Maximum entry for the Senior Super 6 

Senior Super 6 

Dean Cundy & Neil Wright 
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T op seed Andy Misseldine prevailed 
at the Cippenham Super 6 

Veterans’ 2-Star Open in March but 
only after an event that produced a 
great number of close finishes. 24 
players took part, with six players in 
each of four groups each played on two 
tables. That kept the tournament 
moving swiftly and provided a lot of 
table tennis for all the players in a short 
period of time. 

The respective rankings of the top 
players were very close and any one of 
eight or nine players could have 
emerged victorious. Indeed, after the 
top three in each group had won 
through to the competition proper, six of 
the eleven knock-out matches required 
the playing of a fifth and deciding game. 

Three of the top four seeds, 
nevertheless, emerged top of their 
groups. The one exception was fourth 
seed Paul Beck who paid the penalty 
for his late arrival by getting blitzed 13-
11, 11-4, 11-3 by an on-song Radovan 
Zivkovic in his first match. That win put  
Zivkovic top of that group despite his 
later loss to Mark Scott. That was one 
of three of Zivkovic’s matches in the 
group that went the distance – the other 
two, against Michael Loveder and Paul 
Martindill, he got the better of. 

In the last sixteen, Dave Randall had a 
five-game win over Dave Langham, 
Geoff Grange was similarly successful 
over Paul Beck and former champion 
Steve Davis emerged from his match 
against Dean Rose with the same 
result. Only Alan Cherry made it easier 
on himself with a 3-0 win over John 
Fannin. 

In the quarter-finals Crowley need five 
games to beat Grange while Misseldine 
beat Randall,  Cherry had a great win 
over second seed Jojo Senorin and 
Zivkovic beat Davis all in four games. 
Misseldine then had an easier win over 
Crowley in the semi-final while Zivkovic 
had to come back from two games 
down before he overcame Cherry. 

That set up one of the best finals seen 
at Cippenham as Andy Misseldine and 
Radovan Zovkovic, both left-handed 
attacking players, went punch for punch 
in a gripping encounter that brought a 
lot of applause from the watching 
spectators. No time more so than when 
Misseldine led 10-9 in the third game 
and let fly two ferocious smashes that 
Zivkovic somehow managed to return. 

Cippenham Super 6 Senior 2-Star Open 
Results 

Event Winner Runner-up 
MS: Neil Wright (WAL) Dean Cundy (WAL) 
WS: Klaudia Szadkowska (Mi) Julie Furber (WAL) 
OC: Klaudia Szadkowska (Mi) Ed Slot (Ha) 

Cippenham Super 6 Veterans’ 2-Star Open 
Results 

Event Winner Runner-up 
OS: Andy Misseldine (Ox) Radovan Zivkovic (Mi) 
OC: Geoff Ware (Do) Paul Martindill (E) 

Vets title for Andy 

Veterans’ Super 6 

Andy Misseldine & Radovan Zivkovic 

Misseldine’s response was a drop shot 
that Zivkovic raced onto and made a 
fantastic winning smash to seal the 
game and a 2-1 lead. 

The fourth game was a topsy-turvy 
affair with Zivkovic at one time leading 
6-3 only for Misseldine to turn that 
around to 9-6 in his favour.  Four points 
later Zivkovic stood 10-9 and match 
point but made the ultimate faux-pas of 
serving off the table, a feat he repeated 
two points later to hand his opponent 
the game. In the end it was Misseldine 
who emerged 11-8 in the fifth game to 
claim the title. 

The tournament was organised by 
Graham Trimming and refereed by Mick 
Strode. 

Schools’ success 
for Challoner’s 

Dr. Challoner’s 
Grammar School, 
Amersham came 
away from the 
Butterfly National 
S c h o o l  T e a m 
Championships with 
second place in the 
under-13 boys’ category.  

Congratulation to Alex Nagle, Joseph 
Underwood and Harrison Simmons, 
who be tween them fo rm the 
Cippenham A team in the National 
Junior League this season, and Tarun 
Chana plus their coach, Ken Phillips 
who needs no introduction here! 

The title was won by London Academy 
who beat Challoner’s 7-1. Challoner’s 
won their other two matches: 7-1 over 
Valley School, Worksop and 6-2 over 
Altrincham Grammar School. 
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L atest predictions show that the 
Club may make an operating 

deficit of about £3,000 when the annual 
accounts are presented to the Annual 
General Meeting in a couple of months 
time. 

Although the Club is not in any danger 
financially, because of cash reserves 
built up over previous years, it would be  
remiss of the Club’s management to 
allow a situation to prevail that 
systematically reduced the Club’s 
assets. 

Proposals will therefore be brought to 
the AGM that will seek to restore the 
Club’s operating result to break-even. 
These will include modest increases in 
annual membership, practice and 
match fees. Coaching fees are also set 
to increase for the first time in many, 
many years. 

However, any evaluation of the Club’s 
operating finances reveals the huge 
burden that participating in the British 
leagues places upon them. Figures 
presented to the recent meeting of the 
Management Committee revealed that, 
for the current year, over £5,000 will 
have been expended on the eight 

teams. And this is the net expense after 
having taken into account registration 
fees paid by players. 

The Club currently operates a very 
generous travel expense scheme which 
recompenses teams for their travel and 
accommodation when playing away 
from Cippenham. There are, of course, 
criteria to be applied. Players have no 
control over where their matches are 
played and so, in some respects, this is 
seen as the fairest policy. This is, 
however, far more generous than most 
other clubs offer. 

All the players have been asked to 
cover is their own registration fee to the 
league. 

Historically, the Club has made 
surpluses most seasons due the 
dedicated and hard-working group of 
volunteers that we have been blessed 
with. For example, the catering 
sometimes made a £5,000 surplus on 
its own in a year. Following Jacquie 
Lovell’s unfortunate but necessary 
retirement from catering just over a 
year ago, that is no longer the case. A 
lack of any volunteer coming forward to 
organise the catering forced the Club to  

The over-bearing cost of the British leagues 
outsource on a commercial basis. 
Thankfully, this is working well and the 
Club does benefit from a small 
commission but it is nothing like the 
income previously enjoyed. 

The Management Committee is half the 
size it was a few years ago and there is 
a lack of members coming forward to 
assist and it is, of course, only through 
volunteers that the Club can run 
activities and events that create 
funding. Most of the players in the 
British league teams do not contribute 
anything to the effort. 

So it has been decided that the British 
league players must contribute more to 
the financial arrangements of their 
teams. How has not yet been decided 
and will be put to the AGM. There are 
two possibilities. One is the complete 
withdrawal of travel expense payments 
and the other is to continue with the 
travel expense policy and introduce a 
day fee for players. 

What do you think? Please consider 
and come to the AGM (date yet to be 
decided) with your views at which time 
a decision will have to be made. 

A blast from the past—
Cippenham’s first international 
Date: 9 November 1996 

Friendly international: England (2) v. Slovakia (5) 

England (l-r): Terry Young (Maidenhead); Matt 
Syed (Reading); Gareth Herbert (Slough) 

Cippenham’s Gareth Herbert, aged just 15, making 
his senior international debut, six weeks after the 
opening of the new Cippenham Table Tennis Centre 

Go to the Club’s website and look up Newsletter no. 
5 for a report of the match 

Matthew Syed returns a ball from Jarmor Truksa 

Saxons in Cup Final 
Cippenham Saxons, 
having overcome 
WAMDSAD Warriors 
by a mere two points 
in the quarter-final 
and NWCA Bluejays 
by a much more healthy  88 points in 
the semi-final, have reached the 
ultimate stage of the Knock-Out 
Handicap Competition run by the 
Maidenhead Association. The final will 
be played on 12 April. 

Meanwhile, with two re-arranged 
matches still to play, Saxons remain top 
of the Premier Division. They have yet 
to meet Kingfisher, who lie one place 
and only five points adrift with a match 
in hand, for the final time and that 
match will prove vital to the final 
destination of the title. 

Spartans look likely to have to settle for 
third place in the Premier while Trojans 
current lie sixth in Division One and 
Vikings fifth in Division Two. 
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 Full Conc'n 
Annual Membership (1/9 to 31/8) £15.00 £7.50 
Family Membership (1/9 to 31/8) £25.00 n/a 
Annual Membership (after 30/11 per month) £1.50 £0.75 
Family Membership (after 30/11 per month) £2.50 n/a 
Maidenhead League Registration £15.00 £7.50 
National Junior League registration n/a £12.00 
Practice Fees *£3.50 *£1.75 
Local League Match Fees £3.50 £1.75 
Coaching Fees (Thursday) (per session) **£5.00 **£2.50 
Coaching Fees (Monday) (per term )  £30.00 
  * plus £1.50 (75p) for non-members 
**  plus 50p (25p) for non-members 

Cippenham Table 

Tennis Club 
Cippenham Table Tennis Centre, 

The Westgate School, 
Cippenham Lane, Cippenham, 

Slough, Berks, SL1 5AH 
Tel: 07707 035861 

www.cippenhamttc.co.uk 

Key Club Contacts 

Chairman & General Secretary 
Graham Trimming : 01628 529609 

Treasurer & Bookings Officer 
Peter Hillier : 01753 860183 

Deputy Chairman & Welfare Officer 
Sue Hayes : 01753 573669 

Events Officer & Club Captain 
Steve Smith : 07779 227340 

Facilities Manager 
Terry Boxall : 01494 531185 

Marketing Coordinator 
Martin Adams : 07917 830202 

Head Coach 
Ken Phillips : 01628 636664 

Weekend Diary April/May/June 

April 
Sat 2 County Championship matches 
Sun 3 County Championship matches 
Sun 10 Emergency Life Support course 

May 
Sat 14 UKCC Level 2 coach education course 
Sun 15 UKCC Level 2 coach education course 
Sat 21 British League Division 1 Play-offs 
Sun 22 British League Division 1 Play-offs 

June 
Sat 25 Cippenham Young Players’ Summer Festival 
Sun 26 Cippenham Young Players’ Summer Festival 

Weekday Timetable 

Mon 19:15 Advanced Coaching Group 
Tues 19:15 Local league matches 
 19:30 Practice tables 
 19:40 Grand Prix 
Thurs 17:15 Beginners’ coaching 
 19:15 Local league matches 
 19:30 Practice tables 
Fri 19:30 Open practice evening 

Fees Season 2010-11 

http://twitter.com/cippenhamttc 

http://www.facebook.com/pages/
Cippenham-TTC/116222278442381 

Dates for Club 
Championships 
Members may wish to note that the Club 
Championships will be held this season on Tuesday 
evenings, 3, 10 and 17 May. Events will include Open 
Singles, Open Doubles, Veterans’ Singles and non-
Veterans’ Singles but the date for each event has not 
yet been decided. 


