CIPPENHAM T/BLE TENNIS CLUB

ANINUAL REPORT 1983-4

MOST SUCCESSFUL SEASON

In our most successful year to date how else can an annual report be started than
by paying tribute to the players who have won most of the team events open to
them. The record of our first team speaks for itself:

Survival in the Halex National League

Buckinghamshire Premier Division Challenge Cup winners
Slough League champions

Maidenhead League champions

Zone finalists in the National Club Championship
Slough Summer League winners.

Other teams from the club have been eoually successful:

Buckinghamshire Knock-Out Cup finalists
Slough Division Two champions

Dilger Cup winners

Third place in Slough Division One

Slough Summer League Division Three winners
Slough Summer League Division One runners-up.

Many players have also been successful in individual competitions. To all who
have brought such glory to Cippenham this season, the club says well déne!

MEMBERSHIP

Club membership fell again to twenty~three fully paid up members, although
another six were registered in tho leagues, including three in the National
League. The decline was mostly due to the departure of some top First Division
players to other local clubs. The club operated one team in the National League,
six in the Slough League and onc in Maidenhead. This represented a reduction of
two Slough League teams and a significant difference from the doys when we ron
eleven teams in this competition.

Groham Trimming reached a milestonc during the season when he played his 500th

mateh for the club, while Poter Hillier and Fronk Baris played their 350th and
250th respectively.

ADMINISTRATION

Th: Management Committec elected at the Annual General Meeting comprised Frank
Beris (Choirmen), Graham Trimming (Secretary), Peter Hillier (Treasurer), John
Lewis, Ken Phillips, Rodney Potts, Dave Pountney and Jagkiec Thomas. Only two
Mencgement Committee meetings were held, there being six members present in July
and seven in March. Jackie Thomas took on the role of Venue Liaison Officer and
Ken Phillips was again responsible for the provision of various supplies to the
hone venue.

The Committee thanks the various teanm captains whose organisation of all teams
wos nuch improved. '



Press coverage of the club's activities has been extensive with the National
League teon clone amassing 1217-eolumn inches. For the third year running this
hos been described by the E.T.T.A. as the best in the country!

Two of our members, Grahan Trimming as Choirman/Fixtures Secretary and Peter
Hillicer as Treasurer, also assisted in the administration of the Slough League.

Apart from National Loague matches, all the club's playing activities took place
at 5t. Andrews Shared Church. Having some surplus capacity, we helped out the
Burnhan and Buzby clubs by ~llowing sonme of their teams to use our venue for honme
notches.

FINANCE

The attached statement of accounts shows that the ciub's financial position
continues to inmprove although the balance of £1533 includes a £600 grant towards
next season's National League expenses. Thus the werking balance is more
renlistically stated as £933 of which £172 is attributable to the National League
tecam and £761 to general funds. From this room hire for April is outstanding.

The general fund surplus for the year of £234 is welcome 2ot 2 time when the club

is building reserves for the capital investment that will be necessary if a nove
is made to o nulti-table facility.

NATTONAL LEAGUE

The club completed its third scason in the Halex National League occupying
seventh place out of eight in o very strong Third Division South. Only one match
was won, this: being the local home derby with Ashfori who included three of our
~ot secson's squad, although another was awarded to us that we night well have
won on the table. Five further matches were drawn providing entertaining and
cxeliting spectacle.

Alce Watson nade a tremendously successful return to the tean after illness and

injury. He was well supported by Ray Tilling but none of the other players net

with nmuch success. Frank Faris and Dave Pountney were thisg year joined by Steve
Brindle, Basingstoke champion Clive Young and Bromle7 based Phil Bevan.

Home matches were prescented in a professional nonner utilising the superb facilities
of the Ellinan Hall at The Centre, Slough.

Thonks are due to our nmain sponsors, Slough Borough Jouncil's Lottery Fund, who
granted us £500 for this season, and have already coatributed another £600 for
next season.

The club wishes to thank all those who helped in any way: Frank Eoris, Ron Eglin,
Teny Enery, Jacquie Farwell, Peter Hillier, Brian Jerome, Gareth Tovell, Ken
Phillips, Rodney Potts, Dave Pountney, Jackic Thomas. Grzham Trimming, Steve
Willions. »

A fuller report appears sceparately.

TEAM COMPETITIONS

National Club Championships

Slough League champions, Calor, did not wish to ente.: so Cippenham was, for the
fourth consecutive year, honoured to represent Slough in the Ormesby Cup. It
turned out to be our best ever run as, after o first round bye, we beat strong
teams from Aldershot and Bridgewater, to reach the last sixteen and defeat by the
all powerful Omega club from Reading.



Buckiughamshire compnetitions

Cippenham eutcered threc teams for the inaugural season of the Buckinghamshire club
championshins. Two teoms were cntered in the Premier Division Challenge Cup which,
as its nome implies, is opon to teams from the ten divisions of member leagues,

and one in the Knock~Out Cup in which rlayers who have nlayed in the ton division
of any Bucks league in the current scoson are ineligible,

W truly established ourselves as Buckinghemshire's lending club. Our first
teon of Alec Watson, Dave Pountney and Fronk Baris won the major event, while
our sccond vean lost to the winners in the semi-final. Our third tenm wag 2lso
successful in reaching the final of the Knock-Out Cup, hoving won all their
previous rounds 9-0.

Local leagues

Not only champions of Bucks, but also champions of both Slough and Maidenhead.
The club's ntated policy this season was to use our resources to win os many
corpetitions as possible and restate our clainm as the district's leading club and
thereby justifying cur stotus in the National League.

The first team squad of Frank Baris, Dave Pountney, Alec Vatson, Steve Brindle,

Jonn TLewis and Colin Dyke are to be congratulated on their magnificent achicvements.
However they were not the only team from the club to taste success. The Rogues
team of Malcolm Hicks, Bob Keeley, Gareth Lovell and Ken Phillips won both

DivieZon Tw> of the Slough League and the Dilger Cup knock-out competition, while
Outlews were remarkably consistent in finishing third in Division One. Vagabonds
occuried a 1mid-table position in Division Two, Rascals found nineth place in
Division Three but Bandite had a disastrous season and were left at the bottom of
Division Onc.

Alec “‘atson won every set he played in the Maidenhead League and Dave Pountney,
Frank Baris and Steve Brindle also featurcd very prominently in the averages.
Frank also topped the official Slough League averages, followed by Dave Pountney
in fourth »lace, Colin Dyke sixth and John Lewis eighth. In Divigion Two
Yalcoim Hicks come out on top with Rodney Potts third, Bob Keeley fifth, Gareth
Lovell eighth and Ken Phillips nincth.

Summe~ League

Four teams werc entered in the Slough Summer League and two finished up winning
their divisions while another were runners-up. Graham Trimming, this year prrtnerd
by Roiney Potts, won Division One for the third year running while the seccond

string of lartin Xing and Peter Hillior finished runncrs-up to thom. Cippenhom
Deltn, in the guisc of Pam Spooner, Jeonne Closter and Eve Franey, won Division
Threc while the Gamme team, despite losing only once, had to scttle for third

place in Division Two and missed out on the title by onc sct.

Mertin King, Rodney Potts ond Graham Trimming all tied for first place in the
First Division averages, while Pam Spooncr was unbeaten in the Third Division,

INDIV DUAL SUCCESSES

Compa ¢d to the team performances, perhaps successes in individunl competitions
were o slignt diseppointment. Our three year reign as providers of the Mens

Singleg choupion in the Slough Closed is over but we did manage four champions at
this ~vent. Jackie Thomns won the Ladies Doublus, Frank Earis the Veterans Singles,
Daren Butlcr the Junior Singles and Malecolm Hicks the Division Two Singles.

Howover ot $he end of the season players from the club dominatod the First Slough
Mosters Touwrnoment with five of the eight cunlifiers. Dave Pountney won the £30
first prizc after defeating Peter Swinn in the final.



In the Bucks Closed we provided both finalists in the Vetorans Singles - Alce
Wotson beet Frank Daris. Daren Butler won the Boys Doubles while Jackie Thonas
wog o runncr-un in the Ladies Doubles.

Success cle> came the club's way in the Slough Hard Bat Tournaoment when Rodnay
Fotts and Crahon Trirming won the doubles event. Away from Cippenhan activities,
Dove rountnoy ended the season in tremendous style by successfully defending his
notional Inland Revenue title.

REPRESENTATIVE HONOURS AND RANKINGS

County reprzsentation came the way of four Cipvenhan players this season. Dave
Pountney acaicved » lifetine ambition when twice representing Borkshire IT while
Steve Brindle was called up once for Bucks. Alec Watson, ranked onc, ond Fronk
Eoris, ot two, werc the moinstoys of the Bucks veterans team that ran u» to
Choshire IIT in Division 3a of the National County Charpionships, gaining wronotion.

Ten players reprcsented Slough and one Maidenheod in inter-league conmpetitions,
2lthough th: club's doninance of the Slough nens first team scens to have been
brolen.

Ry Tilling, entirely through his results in the National League, becane ranked
2t 130 on tie England Lentec corputer. Colin Dyke (58) and Alec Uatson (74)
appear on tae veterans! list, although local knowledge would suggest that Alec
should be ia the top tenl

CLUB CHAMPT JNSHIP

Held on o Srturday in early Moy, the club chompionship attracted an entry of
fourteen pawticipants. A good enjoyable day's tablc tennis concluded with Dave
Pruntney tosing the championship singles and, in harness with Frank Earis, the
chanpionshiy doubles. Frank won the Hondieap Singles while the partnershiy of
Colin Dyke ~nd Pan Spooner took the Handicop Doubles.

HAYMILL COMIUNITY CENTRE

During the year the club's nanagenent has been keeping o close watch on develomnents
surrounding the old Haynill School which is duc to be omened os o Youth and
Comrnunity Comtre. We have been verbally promised the use of the gymnasiun, which
neasures 6€7t, by 38ft. with a height of 18ft., for two evenings a weck. However,
the opening: date is not yet decided and has been continuously delaycd during the
past twelve months.

The club hobdes to use demill as a base for natch play, practise and coaching,
ond looks forwerd to using the extensive facilities to build up the club's
Lembership by the encouragement of new players.

The dinmensions of the gymmasiun support four fully screcned natch courts, five
tables in onen plan for tournanents and six for practisc and coaching. The
copital cos . of equipping the venue to the high standards we scek is estinated as
£2200, and . grant opplication for half of this has becn subnitted to the Sports
Council Soushern Region. A request for grant 2id fron Slough Borough Council's
Lottery Fun! hos becen turned down.



